Homework Ideas – Year 6

English 

Reading – class reading book or library book, but also children can benefit from reading newspapers and magazines.  A new newspaper for children has just been launched – FIRST NEWS – available at all newsagents.

Internet – this is a valuable resource for children to research information and to get ideas for homework help.  

www.bbc.co.uk/education  has plenty of help for English, Maths, and Science.

Obviously, we advise that children should be monitored when using the Internet.

Other suggestions:

· Word search competitions.

· Crosswords.

· Writing letters to friends.

· Writing directions.

· Reading road signs.

· Listening to radio / television and asking questions on what has been said.

· Typing / Word Processing – this helps as children and adults alike have to think about the spelling of words to press the correct letters on the keyboard.  

· Ask children to find the correct aisle in the supermarket – they will have to read the signs and look at the shelves.

Maths

Children can have many opportunities to use their maths skills when out of school.  Websites are in vast supply to aid progression and practise.

www.counton.org - games and quizzes.

www.bbc.co.uk/education - games, test practise and quizzes.

Other suggestions:

· Practise time by asking: 

· How many hours until school starts/ends?

· How long does it take to get to school?

· What time favourite programmes start/end/duration?

· Practise distance by asking how many miles/kms to school/town?

· Practise addition by totalling products on a receipt.

· Practise symmetry/shape by looking at items in the home e.g. television, dining table, ornaments etc.

· Practise division/estimation using sweets for friends.

· Using measuring during cooking.

· Weighing produce in the supermarket.

· Practise using money e.g. how much change will I get from £10 etc?

Science

There are many opportunities that can be used whilst at home that cover science which you can discuss with your child.

· Cooking is a good opportunity to show reversible and irreversible changes – baking a cake; mixing; making ice lollies/ice cubes.  Cooking can also be used to discuss healthy eating and healthy living.

· Gardening can be used to look at habitats and germination.

· Recycling in the home can be discussed and the various methods we use to recycle.  This is part of the ‘Sustainable Development’ section of the curriculum.

· Using a temperature gauge for cooking or heating the home.

· Learning about sight/vision at the optician.  Pick up leaflets.

· Learning about dental healthcare at the dentist.  Pick up leaflets.

· Think about displacement when washing dishes.

Geography

Geographical opportunities are around us all.  Holidays provide opportunities for:

· Using mapping skills.

· Looking at geographical features – mountains, rivers, lakes, woodland, beaches.

· Comparing landscapes in different countries.

· Asking which continent a country is in / capital city of various countries.

· Compare buildings / jobs – e.g. Spain has mass tourism.

· Global Warming – saving energy.

History

Everywhere you go has some historical value.  If you go to Wrexham, look at the different buildings, discuss what they used to be used for.  Wrexham Parish church – we drive past it all the time, we could walk past it to try and find out more details.

· Ask relatives what the town used to be like.

· Discuss WW2 – this is our major project this year, the Internet is a good resource for research.

· Discuss exchange rates with children on holidays and the money that was used before introduction of Euro.

· Erddig, Bersham, Nant Mill are all historical sites open to the public – discuss what they used be like.

· Restaurants can sometimes have pictures from many years ago e.g Frankie & Bennies – take a quick look and discuss.

Welsh

There are vast opportunities to practise Welsh at home.  Ask pupils how they could ask you how you are/feelings?  What you enjoy?  Even if you cannot respond, it will give the children an opportunity to practise their Welsh.

Other opportunities:

· Reading road signs.

· Ask children to translate signs in the supermarket for you.

Design & Technology

This is a subject, which covers many activities that occur in the home.

· Cooking – the process you have to go through to cook.

· Building – if you construct a piece of furniture in the home, pupils could help by reading the instructions/choosing correct tools for you/helping to construct.  Lego is very helpful in understanding structural strength, even though it is seen as a ‘toy.’

· Making models.

· Constructing sandcastles on the beach.

· Our project this year is to design and construct a bridge.  Our own town has many different bridges that pupils can look at when you are out driving/walking.  Children need to look specifically at the structure of bridges – arched; pillars; stone; brick; steel; suspension.

ICT

This is a subject that pupils can benefit from greatly.  Various websites and games can help children with their typing speed and ability.  

ICT does not just cover computers, but also radio; television and other equipment.  Pupils can benefit from the learning experiences these offer.
These are just some general ideas on how pupils can practise elements from various subjects whilst at home, without being given a homework task.  Please do not feel that you have to complete these ideas with your child.  They are general tips on how you can extend your child’s learning whilst at home if you wish to do so.

